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Introduction.

As stated in our Introduction to Part 2 of this
VEDANTARAKSHAMANIVIMARSA, this Part sets out
Sri. Mahamahcpadhyaya Ananthakrishna Sastriar’s argu-
ments in Part 2 of his “Vedantarakshamani” in his own
words and answers them. Part 2 of “Vedantarakshamani”
relates to Anandamayadhikaranam and is intended to be
a refutation of Sri Kolzyalam Rangaramanuja’s work on
that Adhikarana styled ““Parapakshanirakriti”. Although
the previous Part of this book and its elaborate English
introduction are sufficient to furnish complete answers
to Sri Sastriar’s afguments, they are quoted verbatium
and answered here. Afew specimens of those arguments
and answers thereto are given here in this introduction
to enable the reader to judge about their relative
merits. Page references to the objection arguments
are given as from Sastriar’s book and those for the
answers are given as from this book.

Objection, Page 1. The Anandamayadhikarana has for
its purpose the determination of the question, viz.,
whether the Taittiriyopanishad, Brahma Valliand Bhrgu
Valli expound Nirguna Brahman or Saguna Brahman.

Answer, Pages 1f04. Nowhere in the Brahma Sutras
is a division of Brahma Vidyas into Nirguna and Saguna
is contemplated or indicated. No Adhikarana discusses
the question whether any Vidya deals with Nirguna or
Saguna Brahman. The word Nirguna isnever even once
used in the Sutras. The word “Nirguna” in the
Svetasvatara mantra ending with “Kevalo Nirgunascha”
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is rightly Interpreted by Sri Sankara as meaning bereft
of Trigunaprakriti, Guna meaning prakriti with its three
unas.  Nirguna means ‘not material’. The GITA
requently uses the words Gunaand Triguna in that
sense. Of course the word Guna also denotes “good,
auspicious quality”.  The Gunopasamhara Pada 3 of
chapter 1, in discussing various Brahma Vidyas has for
its purpose the determination of what Brahma gunas
should be taken into-each'-Brahma Vidya in one Upa-
nishad from the passages dealing with the same Vidya
in other Upanishads.  Sarva vedanta pratyayam ekam is
the opening Sutra of that Pada. The'very mame of the
Pada and the whole of:its contents ‘cogently prove that
the Brahma sutras do not.-contemplate at'all ~anything
Jike the Nirguna Brahman contended for. . It is common
ground that the Brahman to be contemplated-opon and
realised must have the praperties (gunas) of ananda,
satys, gnana, anantya and must'.be asthula ‘{not big),
ananu. (not small), ahrasve {not'short), adirgha (not long},
not.hot (not of fire colour),: 1notioily, without :shade
or reflection . or .darknessior air or:attaching - contacts
or taste or smell or eyes or.ears or speech ofThird or
light.or breath or mouth or:senses of-perception; -or
any inside or outside. All-these: negative :conceptions
are called Aksharadhi, negatians of all materiahivy. The
great positive qualities are first stated in the Anandady-
dhikarana and the negations:of.:materiality are ‘stated
later in the Aksharadhyadhikarna: : These two Adhikara-
nas are interpreted substantially in the same way by
both Bhashyakaras.. The negatioas are only .of - material
properties and not of any of the auspicious qualities of
Saguna Brahman. The contemplation of the ieading
auspicious -qualities abovemamed ‘is insisted ‘on.. The
Sutras of this Anandamayadhikarana do not at all deal
with this;question whether -the objectsof' nieditation
here is Saguna or. Nirguna Brahman. Such: a-discussion
cannot be read into the language of the Sutra; strain . i€
howene may. . Such an attempt: hay not been made by
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the Puccha Bhashya. The totally unfounded nature of this
first argument with which SriSastriar’s book opens goes
to the root of the matter and exposes the untenability
vof Sri S'astriar’s posmon in his wh‘ole book. o
Objection, Page 1. Mimamsakas who contend‘that the

Upanishads speak ‘only of the fivatma-and that for expo-

unding his persistence after death to enjoy Svarga and

do not admit Brahman at all are Purvapakshins and

the vedantic schools holding that Andndamaya'in the

Sruti texts is sagunabrahman or the partial Advaiti

Vrittikara holding the same view are the Siddhantis.

Answer, Page 5 & 6 " As the Srutaprakasika points out
the Purvapakshi here is one who affirms identity and
non-difference between Jiva and Brahman. The fifth
Sutra Bhedavyapadesat, “because of the clear statement
of the otherness of Brahman from [iva”, shows this
conclusively- The opponent affirmed abheda and the
sutrakara relies on the clear statemreént of “the distinc-
tness of jiva from Brahman by the Sruti. In the
previous Adhikarana, Brahman wasshown to be different
from Nonséntient Prakrithi. “The “creating cause was
shown to be not Prakrithi. Here Brahman is shiown
to be distinct fron Jiva-chit. He cannot be the Ananda-
maya of immeasurabie and ‘indescribable Ananda and
he cannot be thought of as the cosmic creator. = As'we
have shown before, the Vrittikara for both systems was
Bhodhayana also called Upavarsha. - It is'admitted that
Sri Sankara deviates from the Old-Vritti interpretation,
Sri Sastriar’s statement that the ancient "Vrittikara® was
not a full Advaiti and that he propounded only-a Saguna
Brahnian is a confession of advaitam asput forward 1 being
against the anclent Sampradaya. Mimamsakas afe
nowhere in the discussion under this Adhikarana. They
come in as objectors in the Purusharthadhikaran‘a with
which Pada 4 of chapter il opens. ~ Sri- "Sastriar’s
statement here thit Mimamsakas “ar&+#Purvapakshis and
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Vrittikara is the Siddhantiis directly contradictory of
the previous statement extracted above that Saguna-
brahmavadis are purvapakshis and Nirgunabrahmavadis
are Siddhantis. Sri Sastriar’s book abounds in such
vital self-contradictions in the same breath.

Objection Page 2. Sankhyas are not purvapakshis here.
They do not ascribe cosmic creator-ship to [ivas.

Answer, Pages 78 8. We do not say that Sankhyas
are purvapakshis here. Sri Sankara says in several places
that Sankhyas affirm that the ages old Adrshta of jivas
and their presence and nearness cause Matter to move
and change as the created cosmos. The Ratnaprabha
says that Jiva which Is identical with Brahman is the
Cosmic cause. It is such a position that is controvertéd
and denied by the Sutrakara in this Adhikarana.

Objection, Page 2. The suffix Mayat in the word
Anandamaya must be understood in the Vikara sense in
the same way as in the 4 prior mayas, Annamaya etc.

Answer, Page 8. No one admits that any of the three
prior Mayas has a vikara sense. They have only the
prachurya (Fulness) sense. The discussion in regard to
Mayat in the previous part is full. QOur arguments there
are unanswerable.  Svarajya Siddhi, a great book on
Advaitam by Sri Gangadarasaraswati says “Pragnena
alkyam sushuptau, nigadati yat anandasamvin mayena”,
“because the Upanishad says that in deep sleep the
jivatma enters into oneness with the P'ragnaparamatma
who Is anandagnanamaya”, Sloka 36, Chapter Il. The
author’s own commentary on this line of the ‘sloka is
“the Pragna Isvara is paramananda gnana prachura and
in the sleep union with pragna Isvara, there is a total
cessation of sorrow”. This shows clearly that the
Magm;in the word Anmandamaya means complete fulness
and there is no plagé for any trace of Dukkham there.



Fhe Mayat in the word Anandamaya postulates its total
fulness and negatives the presence of the least sorrow.
The Sanskrit language could not admit of such
arguments.

Objection, Page 2. The Ananda Mimamsa made by the”
Valli closes with Hiranya Garbha's (four-faced Brahman’s)
Ananda.

Answer, Page 3. The words ‘Brahmanah Anandah’
undoubtedly meaning ‘the Ananda of Brahman’, occur
twice.  The word ‘Brahman’ must have the same
meaning and refer to the same person in both places.
The word ‘Brahmanah’ in the later sloka admittedly
refers to Para Brahman; the previous word must also
necessarily refer to it. Hiranyagarbha is mentioned in
the prior Vakya as Prajapati and his Ananda is spoken
of as ‘Prajapater Anandah’ using the singular number
which excludes the possibility of reference to the many
Prajapatis Daksha etc.

Objection Page 3. ‘Exit from the body and ascent’

cannot apply to the Brahmanishta (Brahman-immersed
sadhaka) here. ;

!
Answer Page 13, This is directly contradicted by the
Sruti’s express mention of exit and ascent on the

dissolution of the body by the words ‘Sa Ya Evam Vit
Asmat Lokat Pretya’.

* Objection Page 3, The sloka ‘Yato Vachah’ is repeated
twice in the Ananda Mimamsa.

Answer Page 13. This is not a fact. The sloka occurs
once much before the Ananda Mimamsa and again at
the end of it. It m:curs only once within the
Ananda Mimamsa. © This sfoks;” descriptive of the
immeasurability of Brahmananda ‘s’ repeated twice
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in the Ananda Valli and is one of the ‘repeated
statements’ meant by the Sutra Hetu word ‘Abhyasat’
in the first sutra, le is gratlfymg to note that
Mr. Sastriar admits here the repetition of the same
.Mantra twice and the argument of the two Mantras
being different because of the difference of the words
Kadachana and Kutaschana is rightly given up.

Objection Page 3. The Mimamsa is not of Anandamaya.

Answer Page 15. We never said it was. The Mimamsa
is about the Anandaguna of Anandamaya Brahman. It is
a Mimamsa not of Brahman but of the measure of
Brahman’s Ananda. The last sloka of the Mimamsa
concludes with the statement of the immeasurability
of Brahman’s Ananda.

Objection Page 4.  In the expression ‘Brahman’s
Ananda), both words mean Brahman only and there is
no question of any Guna or possession of any Gunas by
any tl:ne. There is nothing like a Guna of Brahman
at all.

Answer Page 17.  “Brahman’s Brahman’ will be the
meaning of the expression if the latter word Ananda is
interpreted as Brahman and not as Its Ananda Guna.
The word Ananda is used very many times in this
‘context in the sense of ‘Quality of Bliss’. -‘Manusha
Ananda’ cannot mean ‘Manusha Brahman’.

‘Objestion Page 7. Saguna Brahman cannot by itself
(lt; own Swarupa) be the Upadana (material) cause.
VNirguna Brahman alone can be that.

m&gt 8 weé never ;aﬁi that Kevala Saguna
Brahman Is Upadapa By ltself. Saguna Brahman to-
g:her with fes ‘#se) e attributes (body, saktis) of
‘Chit and Achis s the Cosmlc Upadana, Sri Sankara -
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says exactly the same thing in his Gita Bhashya on
Slcka 19 of Chapter 13 (dealing specially with Sarira and
Sariri, Kshetra and Kshetragna) The Gita view as
expounded by Sri Shankara there completely supports
Ramanuja’s Sarira Visishta Brahma Karanatva. Sankara

frequently condemns the theory of Kevala Brahma
Karanatva.

Objection Page 11. Brahman cannot be a Puchcha
(tail in fact) of Anadamaya.

Answer Page 33, No one ever asserted it. The word
‘Puchcha’ is used figuratively and not literally.  This is
common ground to both systems.

Objection Page 14,  Anandamaya which has the
Avayavas of Priya, Moda etc., isthe well known liva
who cannot answer the description as ‘beyond words
and thought'.

Answer Page 37, The Sruti means that Anandamaya
Brahman is wholly Ananda, every inch of it. From head
to foot, it is Ananda. Itis afigurative description

intended to lay emphasis on Brahman being out and out
Ananda.

We stop here. The next part covers the whole
ground of the 1000 questions and answers excepting
those relating to this Anandamaya Adhikarna which
have been already dealt with in Part Il.  The next Part
contains also a detailed exposition of the Brahmasutras
beginning with the 7th Adhikarana of Pada | Chapter |
and ending with the last Adhikarana of Pada2 Chapter Il
upto which Sri Sastrjar’s ook has proceeded.

A. V. GOPALACHARYA.
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